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and Inj's it bare; awl if one fall upon 
}iis leg or avra, it is usiKiliy broken; 
but yo«»3 men beingpjreecly of honour, 
and desirous of victory, ilo tints ex- 
ercise theniKeives in counterfeit buttles, 
that they may bear tlie brimt more 
strongly "wbeiitliey come to it in good 
earnest. 

Many citizens take deltgiit in birds, 
as sparrow-liuwkSj i>;oss-)iawks, and 
such like, and in dogs to liiint in the 
woodv grodiid. '1 lie citiiiens have 
authority to hvint in Middlesex, Hert- 
fordshire, all tIrcChilterns, and in Kent, 
as far as the Gray Water. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



ACCOUNT OF THE AFRICAN INSTITU- 
TION. 

(Contiwied from Page ■i6ri. No. IV.) 

THE Report made by the Cora- 
mitfee, on the !5t!i of July last, 
contained a general view of the ob- 
jects proposed by the institution, 
■with an answer to some popular ob- 
jections that had been urged against 
the practicability of its plans. 'J liis 
report has been printed, and largely 
Circulated, both in London and in 
every part of the united kingdom, 
and, as the Committee have reason 
to i)elieve, has produced, wherever 
jt has been circulated, an impression 
jn favour of the instiiution. 

The first care of the Committee 
Las been to open a correspondence 
with such persons in Africa as were 
likely to be useful in promoting the 
tjociety's views'!^ The persons to whom 
they have written are Mr. Lndlam, 
the Governor of Sierra Leone, and 
Mr. Torrane, the Governor of Cape 
Coast Castle. 

They directed Jilr. lAidlain's at- 
tentioni in the first instance, to the 
important object of giving full effect 
to the act for abolishing the Slave 
Trade, requesting to be informed, 
from time t,o time, of the actual state 
of that trade (whether British or I-'o- 
reign) on the coast; of the degree 
in which the aboiilidn laws of Great 
Britain, and of other nations, are ef- 
fectual ; and, if ineffectual, by what 
means, and under what pretences 
thcv arp evadei! ; and also vvliat steps 



may be advantageously taken to pre- 
vent such evasion. 

The Committee, however, were a- 
ware, that even the complete pre- 
vention of the export of slaves from 
t!ie coast, might produce little im- 
mediate effect in civilizing Africa, 
unless something could be done to 
coudteract tliose pernicious habits 
w hich the slave trade IkuI nourished, 
and particularly to convince the na- 
tive chiefs how" essential it is to the 
jirosperity of their country, that mea- 
sures should be immediately adopt- 
ed for insuring to their subjects the 
safe enjoyment of person and pro- 
perty. 

i he Committee directed Mr. Lud- 
lara's attention to various otlier points, 
such as the best means of setting on 
foot journies of discovery, of pro- 
moting- agriculture, of cultivating the 
friendship and confidence of the na- 
tive powers, and of producing among 
them, a spirit of union and harmo- 
ny. And besides requesting him to 
furnish the Coinmiltee with all the 
information in his ppwer respecting 
the natural productioiis of Africa, its 
agricultural and commercial faciiuies, 
ajjd the moral, intellectual, and po- 
litical condition of its inliabitants : 
they particularly urged him, with a 
view to the success and stability of 
the colony of Sierra Jjconc, to em- 
ploy tiie lights, which an experience 
of u])wards of ten years hud afford- 
ed iiim, in pointing out, with pre- 
cision and in detail, the system of 
policy which appeared to him best 
suited to the circumstances of the 
colony, in regard to its interior ma- 
nagement, and its relations with the 
African chiefs; and in regard also to 
the promotion of civilization, both 
within the colony, and, by means of 
the colony, among tiie surrounding 
natives. 

The Committee, at the same time, 
eippowered Mr. Ludlam to erect a 
school at Sierra Leone, \mder the 
patropage, and at the expense of tin 
Institution, the object of which shoula 
be not merely to teach rejtdiug and 
writing, but tp coiijbine with these 
elementary branches of knowledge, in- 
struction in agriculture and other 
useful arts. It was suggested, that>toi 
the school should be annexed a small 
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farm, wiiioli might be cultivated, ci- 
ther wholly or in part, by the labour 
of'the scholars ; and wliore they might 
be taught to raise, and prepare lor 
market, avticles of exportable pro- 
duce, as well as to rear cattle and 
(ultivate provisions. 'J'he state of 
tlie Society's funds obliged the Com- 
niitlee to direct that this t^eminary 
should be begun on a small scale, 
(though they wished it to be form- 
ed on a plan which should admit of 
its indelinite extension) and that iin- 
(il their funds would allow of its en- 
largement, care should be taken that 
the youths, selected for education, 
should be of such a i-ank as would 
give them intlnence over their coun- 
trymen in after life. 

ri>e Committee were encouraged 
to appropriate to this object a large 
proportion of their present funds, by 
the information received from Sierra 
I,eone, that several of the African 
souths, who had been educated in 
England by the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, were iiUing offices of trust in 
the colony with credit to themselves 
and satistaction to their employers. 

The Committee having learnt that 
there are now in this country two 
African youths, about the age' of 19 
or 20, who have been enjoying, by 
means of the Sierra Leone cprnpany, 
the benefits of education for the last 
six or seven years, and that it was 
intended they should return in no 
long time to Africa, resolved so take 
upon lliemsclves the expense of hav- 
ing them fully initiated in Dr. Bell's 
system of education. Measures are 
now talving with this view, and the 
Committee trust that they shall \>% 
able, in jio long time, to transplant 
to Africa this cheap and expeditious 
methoil of instruction, a boon whicji 
may be productive of incalculable 
benefits to the inhabitants of that 
continent, 

'J'he Committee are of opini- 
on, that the cultivation of the A- 
frican soil, and a trade in the pro- 
duce of that covintry, might be ' en- 
couraged by the distribution of me- 
dals, or other honorary rewards, to 
such persons as may distingiiish them- 
selves by the most successful exer- 
tions in these pursuits; but they have 
not as, yet specifically determined the 



objects to which such rewards should 
be applied, and the extent to which 
it would be proper to carry them. 
They are also of opinion, that 
measures might be advantageously 
taken for engaging in America, or 
the West Indies, persons of good 
character, natives of Africa, or the 
descendants of Africans, who should 
instruct the colonists and natives in 
the cultivation and manufacture of 
indigo; in the best mode of raising 
and cleaning cotton, rice, and other 
articles of tropical culture, 'i'he pro- 
secution of these measm-es mnst, of 
course, depend on the extent of the 
Society's funds. 

Jn the consideration of the various 
articles of exportable produce, which 
may be cultivated with advantage 
in Africa, the attention of the Com- 
mittee has been particulaily drawn 
to cotton. With the mode of rais- 
ing the cotton tree the natives of the 
western coast of Africa are almost 
universally acquainted, although the 
particular species of cotton nrovt-n 
there (and from wliich they manufac- 
ture cloth of an excellent fabric) is so 
unsuitable to the ICnglish market, that 
the prices which it would obtain, 
would not repay the expense ofraisr 
ing it, and conveying it to this coun- 
try. As the natives of Africa, how- 
ever, are already familiarized to the 
culture of cotton ; as it retpiires on- 
ly six or seven niontlis from the time 
of sowing tl',e seed, to bring it to 
maturity ; and as t!ie process of pre- 
paring it tor sale is short and sim- 
ple, it appeared to the Committee 
to be a matter of great imjjortance 
to introduce among them the seed 
of a superior species of this plant. 
They accordingly applied to Mr. Al- 
denhan Shavv, 'and Mr. Alderman 
Prlnsop, to use their good otiices in 
procuring for them, the former from 
Georgia, the latter from the Brazils, 
a quantity ai the best kinds of cotton 
seed ; and from both these gentlemen 
they have received the most satisfac' 
tovy ))romises of assistance. Subse- 
quently to this application, a cargo 
of cotton, of a very excellent quali- 
ty, which had not been freed from 
tiie seed, arrived in the river Thames. 
Through the interference of Messrs. 
Hardcastte and llayiier, two zealous 
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friends to the improvement of Africa, 
the purcliaset of this cotton has a- 
gtei'd, tbiit the seed, which is found 
to be in a state of perfect preser- 
vation, shall be wholly at the dis- 
posal ot the Committee. A large 
<pianlily of it therefore, jiut up in 
small packages, so as to admit of 
its easy distribution, \^ ill he ready for 
transmission by the first conveyance. 
By means of the same gentlemen 
who have favoured the Institution in 
this instance, a plentiful supply of 
seed of the best kind of cotton, 
though not in unequal state of pre- 
servation with that just mentioned, 
had been procured from a large cotton 
manufacturer at Mandiester; and an 
opportunity has been taken of send- 
ing a part of it to Sierra Leone, by 
a vessel which left the riv^r about a 
fortniglit ago. 

The Committee are aware, that it 
may be objected to this attempt to 
extend the cultivation of cotton, that 
the supply of that article is alreaiiy 
equal to the demand ; and that there- 
fore the measures pursued by tiie 
Committee are impolitic. But they 
would observe in reply to this ob- 
jection, tliat cotton is an article the 
growtli of wliich in Africa will oc- 
casion less of competition with our 
own colonies, than almost any other 
article of tropical produce which 
could be named ; and that ijt is im- 
portajit to be preparing sources, from 
which a supply of cotton may be 
drawn, should circumstances arise to 
Uiterrupt our commercial relations 
with America, or with the other places 
which now furnish it. But intlepeu- 
dently of these considerations it may 
be presumed, that in. proportion as 
the natives of Africa supply us with 
the raw material, they will be ca- 
pable of paying for a "larger quantii 
ty of the matmfactured article. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

IN your last Magazine a writer sign- 
ed Censor, so far engaged my at- 
tention as to draw from me some ob- 
servations which I do not hesitate to 
submit to the -public, through your 
imparlia! publicatioQ. 



Censor appears on the side of jus- 
tice and liberality. He censures free- 
ly, yet leaves himself open to deep 
wounds from the hands of any who 
are in the habit of wielding literary 
weapons. Censor thoHgh a professed 
advocate of Catholic Emancipation, 
observes, however, thpi it is a suited 
perplexed with difficulties, arising from 
the passions of tlie two opposite parties. 
Convincing arguments might be addu- 
ced to prove, that the penal and exclud- 
ing laws are the cause of the passions 
alluded to. Where then is the difficul- 
ty by removing the cause, to remove 
the ciVect? or does Censor mean to take 
the sui)ject by the wrong end, and to 
remove tin; cause by removing the ef- 
fect ? If he does, he will meet with 
diflicullies and perplexities. 1 fondly 
hope he does not look or wish for them, 
yet, wiienever 1 meet an attempt to 
equalize the passions of the oppress- 
ors and the oppressed, I am strong- 
ly inclined to suspect that the author 
belongs 10 the former class, whatever 
garb he liiay wear. 

Censor, after some just and liberal 
reflections on the reviewer of Mr. Par- 
nell's " History of the Penal Laws," 
finds fault with another writer, who, 
he says, ajipears to have.flattered the 
prejudices of the Catholic body, by 
praising them for remaining indeperi' 
dent of the crown of Britain, in the ap' 
pointnieiit of their Bisltops ; and by 
commeiiding them at the same time for 
their dipcndunce on the See of Rome. 
'I'his, Censor considers as a glaring in- 
consistency, and takes occasion from 
it to deplore the w eakness, the errors, 
the contradictions of human nature. 
While I join my lamentations to those 
of Censor, he will partlon me if 1 say, 
that there appears to me a greater sub- 
ject: for them in his reasoning than in 
that which he condemns. The incon- 
sistency which he points out, proceeds 
solely from the confusion in which his 
ideas are involved ; and if we but sim- 
plify and regulate the ideas, the incon- 
sistency will disappear. 

Censor's expressions of depcndance 
on the See of Home, mean too much or 
prove nothing, 'i'he, present mode of 
appointing bishops, differs, it is well 
known, from the strict canonical mode, 
originally practised in the Catholic 
'^"'"irch, which was by election. Any 



